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Cool Tools Making the Connection 
 
Read Cool Tools by Gary Bishop on pages 16 -22 of Ranger Rick October 2008 issue 
then answer the following questions: 
 

1. Describe the bill of the anhinga. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What type of simple machine is the anhinga’s bill like? Why do you think so? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What type of utensils is the great blue heron’s bill like? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. How does the bill of the great blue heron work like a compound machine? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Complete the following analogy: 
       Person : crowbar :: oystercatcher : __________________ 
 
 

 



6. How does the oystercatcher use its bill as a crowbar? 
 
 
 
 
 

7. What utensil is the bill of the sulphur-breasted toucan compared to? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. What type of simple machine is a tong an example of? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9. The hooked beak of a Galapagos hawk works like a compound machine, what 
simple machines could you compare its beak to? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

10. Complete the following analogy: 
Red-headed woodpecker : chisel :: northern cardinal : ________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


