The Writing Pyramid
Papers should be formatted based upon the
requirements of the particular school. Title
page, citations, and references should be
formatted according to the specific style guide.

Be careful to use colons, semicolons, and
commas correctly. Ensure that you have
subject-verb, pronoun, and verb-tense
agreement in sentences and paragraphs.
Each paragraph should have its own
topic sentence, points that support the
topic, and proof for each point. Use
clear and effective transitions
between all paragraphs.
A well-organized paper has a
logical flow of points, supports
the thesis in its structure, and
has a clear introduction, body,
and conclusion.
The thesis statement tells
the reader what will be
discussed in the paper. It
introduces the main and
supporting points.
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A reader (such as the professor) may
also quickly notice whether your ideas
are communicated in a way that is
quickly and easily understandable.
Although grammar and punctuation are
matters of detail, they may be the most
distracting aspects of your paper when
it is being reviewed by a professor.
The professor will begin to look at
the meat of your paper: Do you
give proof for your main points?
Do you clearly have a topic
sentence for each paragraph?
A well-ordered paper will
clearly and logically present
your ideas to the reader,
allowing him/her
to create an outline.
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Sentences should communicate ideas
effectively. Avoid wordiness, repetition,
run-on sentences, fragments, and
informal or “spoken” language.

Style

The most noticeable of all errors is style
formatting. If the format is inaccurate, it
will distract the reader (the professor) from
the content and main points of the paper.

A good thesis is very
important to professors,
but if the above aspects
are lacking, your thesis
may be obscured.
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