


made several films with his family and friends 
during his teen years. An alumnus introduced 
him and his twin brother, Ben, to Regent. 
When they visited the campus, they heard 
about the ReelDreams Film Competition.

Kay returned home and immediately went to 
work on the script. He shot the film, and within 
weeks, submitted it. One of 57 initial entries, 
A Fragile Hope soared to finalist. Kay came to 
Regent with nine others for the ReelDreams 
Grand Finale, where A Fragile Hope triumphed 
as the grand-prize winner. Kay was awarded a 
full scholarship.

Wondering how much filmmaking he 
would do right away, Kay is impressed by the 
opportunities available to him and the caliber 
of filmmakers at Regent. He has already been a 
part of six films. He was production assistant 
for the endowed fall film. Near the end of the 
production, the second assistant director was 
out, and Kay was asked to step in.

“It was seven days and not much sleep. They 
were long days, but it was well worth it!” he 
says with a smile.

Shaina Kelly is a freshman theatre major 
from Virginia Beach, Va., who has always had 
an interest in acting. 

She, too, has already been involved in a 
few productions including The Emperor’s 
New Clothes and The Glory Man. Kelly was 
wardrobe supervisor for one production in 
which she also worked as an actress. 

“My family got to see me on stage the first 
year ... it was incredibly fun!” 

She finds working with MFA students a 
great experience. But as much as she loves 
theatre, Kelly sees herself working in film. “I 
want to reach a large audience,” she explains, 
adding that she has stories she wants to tell. “I 
write down all of my dreams.” 

Cheryl Ellis grew up in a small town outside 
of Seattle, Wash. A theatre major, Ellis has 
performed in The Emperor’s New Clothes, Into 
the Woods, The Rivals and other productions. 
Now a senior at Regent, after two years 
studying elsewhere, she will graduate in May.

Describing what brought her to Regent, Ellis 
says she found the B.A. in Theatre program 
to be fresh and new. “I found it very exciting,” 
she says. “And it gave me opportunities I may 
not have had otherwise.”  She adds that she is 
excited about the Regent theatre department’s 
goals for redemptive theatre and its place in  
the world.

Dean Patrick attributes the school’s growth 
to new integration and recruiting approaches. 
With a total of 450 students, the school 
is seeing record-breaking growth in both 
graduate and undergraduate enrollment—more 
than 50 percent in the last two years. 

“We work to create a whole experience and 
a rich sense of community for students in 
our majors. And from our point of view this 
accelerates everybody’s experience.”

“One of the things that
just blows my mind is how
they prepare you for the
real world ... this school
is a hidden treasure.”

School of Undergraduate Studies Com/Arts students: 1. April Campion 2. Cheryl Ellis and Alexis Hill-Kirkland
3. Tim Kay and Kimberly Klentzman 4. April Campion filming Philip Wrencher and co-star. 
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