
Jesus said in Matthew 25:40, 

òInasmuch as you did it to 

one of the least of these my 

brothers, you have done it to 

Meó (MKJV).  Your involve-

ment in this ministry to in-

ternational students will not only be a blessing 

to international students.  It will enlarge your 

outlook and help expand your understanding of 

other nations and their cultures.   

If you would like to be involved in this pro-

gram, application forms are now available on 

the OISS website até.  You can print, complete, 

and bring your application form to the OISS in 

the Student Center, Suite 201, or you can fax 

your application form to us at 757 -352 -4100.  If 

you have any other questions, please feel free 

to call or send an email.  OISS contact informa-

tion is available on the next page.   

Thank you and God bless you as you engage in 

this cultural exchange ministry to international 

students.   

OISS Staff  

Getting Involved  

GA Phone: 757 -352 -4951  

Office Phone: 757 -352 -4130  

Fax: 757 -352 -4100  

GA E-mail: olumoku@regent.edu  

Regent University  

201 Student Center  

Regent University  

Office of International 

Student Services  

Regent University 

Office of International Student 

Services  



Settling into a new place is an exciting and  chal-

lenging task when you are simply moving from 

one community to another.  Even when the two 

communities are similar, building ties with and 

in the new community includes moments of 

great joy and periods of frustration.   

When this relocation occurs across international 

borders, the 

chal lenge is 

even more com-

plicated and ex-

citing.    Interna-

tional students 

come to the U.S. 

from backgrounds as varied as the countries 

they come from.  Their cultures, experiences, 

worldviews, and so on, will sometimes be quite 

different from the cultures and worldviews they 

will encounter here in the United States.   

I-Connect is a new program offered by the Office 

of International Student Services (OISS).  One of 

the goals of this program is to make it possible 

for incoming students to transit very smoothly 

into life in the U. S. and in the Regent commu-

nity.    However, another goal is to provide the 

opportunities for cultural exchanges for families 

and individuals in the community in and around 

Regent University.   

International Students  

International students just arriving in the U.S. share 

some of the most basic needs of everyone who has to 

move to a new place, but they also have some unique 

needs.  Some of these include:  

Airport pickup for their initial trip to Regent  

Cultural adjustment  

Overcoming shopping challenges and decisions  

Finding the right church  

Meals (cooking at home, ordering take out, etc)  

The needs of these new students will vary and some 

students may need more help than others; but they 

could all benefit from fellowship and support.  On the 

other hand, these stu-

dents will have many gifts, 

talents, cultural perspec-

tives, and worldview, lan-

guages, lifestyles, and 

traditions to share.  These 

attribute will greatly enrich the cultural repertoire of 

anyone with a desire to learn.   

Your Part  

The OISS believes you have something valuable to 

offer to students just arriving in the U. S.  Your ex-

perience, knowledge, and your understanding of life 

in the U. S. makes you a valuable resource to new 

international students.  Through the I -Connect pro-

gram the Office of International Student Services 

would like to give you  this opportunity to help 

incoming international students at Regent.   

You can assist in the following areas:  

Friendship  

Hospitality  

Support  

General Orientation 

to the U. S.  

While you will  have the 

opportunity to serve these 

new students,  this will also be an opportunity 

for you to expand your knowledge of another 

personõs culture.  The intention of the OISS is 

that this program be a two way street between 

you and the international student with whom you 

are matched.  We believe that international stu-

dents also have something valuable to offer and 

your interaction with them will enrich you not 

just in terms of what you will learn but also in 

terms of the friendships you will be able to build.  

As Regent University strives to pursue global 

competence for everyone connected to the 

school, you will have a head -start through your 

direct connection with someone from another 

culture.   
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