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1.  COURSE NAME:  LAW811/GOV651 Biblical Law (3 credit hours) 

 

2.  COURSE TIME:  10:15-11:50am, Tue and Thu, Tue04Jan-Thu07Apr, 2011. 

 

3.  COURSE DESCRIPTION:  LAW811 (cross-listed in GOV as GOV651) Biblical Law (3 credit 

hours).  An exegetical course in the laws of the Bible, using the Decalogue as its own principle of 

organization.  The meaning of the laws in context and their appropriate applications will be developed, with 

emphasis on the nature of their applicability to policy issues such as pluralism, justice, lawful oaths, blue 

laws, church-state jurisdiction and gender roles, capital punishment and war, divorce, theft-restitution and 
usury, perjury, and fraud. 

 

4.  REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS (both of these have already been ordered at the Regent Bookstore, or the 

student can order them directly from the publishers, or from www.amazon.com ): 

 

Required:  AQUINAS, Thomas [1225-1274].  Treatise on Law:  The Complete Text.  Translated from the 

Latin [ST.I-II, qq.90-108 = Summa Theologiae, Prima Secundae Partis, Quaestiones 90-108] into English 

by Alfred J. Freddoso.  South Bend, IN:  St. Augustine's Press, 2009.  1st ed., paperback, x+293 pp.  ISBN 

13: 9781587318801 (paper);  ISBN 10: 1587318806 (paper).  His qq.90-97 cover Eternal, Natural and 

Human law, and his qq.98-108 cover Biblical law (both OT and NT), here for the first time both (ENHu-

ON) are offered in one volume, and in excellent modern English.  All of this volume is to be read. 
 

Required:  FRAME, John M. [1939-].  The Doctrine of the Christian Life.  Phillipsburg, NJ:  P&R 

Publishing, 2008.  Hardback, xxxi+1069 pp.  ISBN 13:  9780875527963 (cloth).  To be read are pp. xxv-

xxix, 1-37, 176-250, 361-850, 951-976 (total of 630 pages to be read of this 1000-page book). 

 

5.  ASSIGNMENTS:  Each of the two assignments below require "a reflection paper," which by definition 

for this syllabus is limited to selective summaries with reflections on each (thus neither a research paper nor 

a full summary), with page numbers in parentheses for each point (no footnotes), tracking straight through 

the book, and with a final paragraph of evaluation on the work being treated as a whole.  All three are to be 

double-spaced, with only Times New Roman, 11-point font. 

 

5.1  Read all of the Treatise on Law by Aquinas, trans. by Freddoso, and write an 8-page reflection paper. 
5.2  Read only pp. xxv-xxix, 1-37, 176-250, 361-850 and 951-976 (total of 630 pages of this 1000-page 

book), The Doctrine of the Christian Life by John M. Frame, and write a 15-page reflection paper. 

 

6.  ASSESSMENTS:  This year the sequence of the readings, and the two reflection papers on them, are in 

a general-to-specific order:  (1) the Treatise on Law by Thomas Aquinas, being a logical and Biblical 

analysis of eternal, natural, human and divine (Biblical) law; (2) followed by an Christian ethics work, rich 

in ethical perspectives, Biblical exegesis and modern applications.  This two-book total reading contains 

just over 900 pages of actual reading (285 + 630 = 915 pages).  As to assessments involved in the total 

grade, the Aquinas paper is worth 35%, the Frame paper is worth 65%, for a total grade of 100% on 

papers.  There are no quizzes or examinations, thus allowing more time for reading and writing, and 

reducing the lecture and examination pressures at the end of the course.  Lapses in attendance or 
participation will be reflected only in possible demerits against the total grade.  The instructor's lectures 

will be from his handouts on the Biblical material, a bit of his discussion of the textbooks, and on the class 

discussion of each assigned paper on the day that each is due.  END 

http://www.amazon.com/

