
REGENT UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF GOVERNMENT 

 
SYLLABUS 

GOV689 – American Foreign Policy in the Middle East (Online) 
Spring 2011 

 
Dr. Adam Ramey 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

Since the collapse of the British and French empires after World War II, the United States 

has assumed a preeminent role in the shaping of the Middle East. In this course, we will 

survey the history of American involvement in the region. This will take the form of 

several in-depth studies of real crises in the region. Through the reading of primary 

sources, reports on events, and policy simulations, students will develop a strong 

understand of the region and our nation’s involvement therein. 

 
PURPOSE 
 
 The purpose of this course is threefold: to educate students on American involvement in 

the Middle East; to enable to students to critically analyze foreign policy; and to prepare 
students for further analysis in whatever career path they choose. 

 
OBJECTIVES 
 

1. To introduce students to the history of U.S. foreign policy in the Middle East. 

 

2. To provide students with the analytical skills and theoretical framework for  

understanding and interpreting events. 
  

COMPETENCIES  
 
 A. The student will have a deep understanding of American involvement in the 

Middle East. 
 
 B. The student will be able to approach future conflicts and crises with a sharp 

analytical lens. 
 
 C. The student will be in a position to offer concrete policy recommendations in a 

thoughtful and objective manner. 
 

TEXTS 

 

Ansari, Ali. Confronting Iran. ISBN 978-0465003518 (04650035160) 

 

Khater, Akram. Sources in the History of the Modern Middle East. ISBN 978- 

0618958535 (0618958533)  

 

Little, Douglas. American Orientalism. ISBN 9780807858981 (0807858986). 



 

Norton, Augustus Richard. Hezbollah: A Short History. ISBN 978-0691141077  

(069114107X) 

 

Phares, Walid. Confrontation. ISBN 9780230611306 (0230611303). 

  
 
Course Requirements 

 

Students are expected to do the following: 

 

 Read all assigned materials by the date indicated by the instructor. 

 Listen to the pre-recorded video lectures. 

 Synthesize lectures and readings in the discussion board forums. 

 Complete assignments by their due date. Late assignments are generally not 

accepted. In exceptional circumstances, the instructor may allow them. This 

requires advance communication and agreement of the instructor. 

Assessment 
 

A student’s final grade in this course will be determined by a number of factors. These 

include: 

 

 Discussion Board Forum (30% of final grade; 2% each). Every week, students will 

receive a prompt in Blackboard and will be expected to post a 250-word response and 

a 150-word reply to another student. The question will require students to reflect on 

reading and lecture. 

 Policy Memos (70% of final grade; 10% each). Students will be required to write one-

page policy memos at seven (7) points during the semester. These will be simulations 

inspired by actual events studied in the course. Students will act as leading 

researchers in the State Department, tasked with writing a one-page, single-spaced 

briefing to the Secretary of State. More detailed requirements and a model memo will 

be provided in anticipation of the first memo. 

Course Outline 
 

I. Background 

a. What is foreign policy? 

b. History of Britain/France in the Middle East 



c. The Cold War and the birth of US involvement 

II. In-depth cases 

a. Iranian Coup (1954) 

b. Lebanese Civil War (1975-1990) 

c. Iranian Revolution & Iran-Iraq War (1979-1990) 

d. Camp David Accords (1979) 

e. Gulf War (1990-1) 

f. Oslo Accords (1993) 

g. Al-Qaeda and 9/11 (mid-1990s – present) 

h. Iraq War (2003 –present) 

i. Iran under Ahmadinejad (2005-present) 

 

Christian Focus 

 

This course will be taught from a distinctively-Christian worldview. While texts are a 

written from a variety of standpoints, students are expected to interpret course material 

from their faith-based perspective. Lectures by the course instructor will help to iron 

these out more clearly. In a practical sense, this requirement means that students must 

adhere to Christian principles in their discussion posts and policy memos.  


