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Regent University Robertson School of Government 

GOV 604: Christian Foundations of Government (VB) 

Course Syllabus, Spring 2011 

Professor: James A. Davids 

 
Virginia Beach Section Meets Mondays,  

6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Distance Section 
Meets Online 

 

Phone: 757-352-4783 
Fax: 757-352-4643 

Email: jdavids@regent.edu 

Office: Robertson Hall 318F 
Office Hours: Mondays, 9:30 – 12:30 p.m.,  

& Tuesdays 9:30 – 12:30 p.m. 

 

NOTE: ALL INFORMATION IN THIS SYLLABUS IS TENTATIVE UNTIL THE START OF CLASS.  
MOREOVER, OTHER THAN THE NATURE AND NUMBER OF THE ASSESSMENTS, THE COURSE 

MATERIAL AND ASSIGNMENTS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE UPON NOTICE PROVIDED IN 
BLACKBOARD OR IN CLASS. 

 
DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE OF COURSE 
 
God has blessed the Robertson School of Government (RSG) with a student body diverse in 
experience and religious backgrounds.  Some students are the products of home schooling and/or 
Christian schools and colleges, and may have received formal biblical instruction each academic 
year.  Other students have attended secular schools, and have developed their understanding of 
biblical principles primarily through church settings and personal efforts.  Some schools and 
churches have discipled RSG students in doctrine and biblical interpretation, whereas other 
churches have emphasized rich liturgical tradition and experiential worship.  One of the purposes 
of this course is to develop a common foundation for all RSG students by exploring worldviews.   
 
A worldview is the comprehensive framework of a person’s basic beliefs about man, God, 
nature, and the material world.  It is, quite simply, how one views the world.  This worldview is 
the result of deeply held beliefs or presuppositions that a person weighs with every thought, 
decision, or opinion.  These presuppositions have consequences.  For instance, if one 
presupposes that man is basically good, then when man commits evil he should be 
rehabilitated rather than punished.  If one presupposes that God created the earth and all of 
its inhabitants, then man owes a duty to God.  If, on the other hand, one presupposes that 
there is no God, then no duty is owed to Him.   
 

This course will compare and contrast a Christian worldview with other worldviews competing 
for dominance in Western civilization.  It will contrast competing worldviews on such questions 
as where did we come from?  What has gone wrong with the world?  And what can we do 
about the evil in the world?  This course will also show the logical consequences of each of the 
competing worldviews.    

 
CONNECTION TO PROGRAM OF STUDY 
 
This course is a foundational course in the Robertson School of Government. On the principles 
studied in this course, the remaining courses in RSG will build. 
 

mailto:jdavids@regent%1f.edu
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KEY COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 

1. Students will learn or enforce their previous education in Christian worldview, and will 
develop an understanding of alternative worldviews. 

 
2. Students will develop a clear, coherent, biblical framework to guide their personal 

actions, in order to act with integrity in spite of pressure and events. Students will 
establish boundaries for their own behaviors. 
 

3. Students will be equipped to apply a biblical ethical framework to real-world political 
situations. 

 
PROGRAM GOALS 
 
This course contributes to the fulfillment of the following RSG program goals: 
 

1. Strengthened Christian worldview/ Students learn the biblical truths that inform their 
discipline and their lives. 

 
2. Students are educated and trained in the theory and practice of government and 

politics, for service as leaders in government, politics, and academe. 
 
COURSE PROCEDURES  
 
In the Virginia Beach section, about an hour of most classes will consist of a DVD lecture by Dr. 
Del Tackett of Focus on the Family (The Truth Project).  The remainder of the classes will 
consist of a discussion of Dr. Tackett’s lecture and the material assigned for class that day.  
The class will be run as a seminar, with substantial emphasis on open discussion and Socratic 
dialogue.  The class will be conducted according to the principles and regulations of Christian 
conduct, and by the policies of Regent University. Therefore, civility, integrity, brotherly love 
(agape), and respect are expected of all.  
 
The readings in this class are quite extensive. I have purposely assigned very readable books 
that are essentially self-explanatory.  We certainly will not have the time to discuss extensively 
in class the material assigned each week, nor will we be able to recapitulate the material.  
Rather, we will address the questions and comments you have with the assigned materials.  
Since other RSG classes will demand an intensive portion of your time during the course of the 
semester, I encourage you to start reading the texts in this class early, and then 
reviewing the material before class. 
 
RSG uses the Internet to communicate with students and enhance its courses, and accordingly, 
all students must be proficient in the use of required computer hardware and software.   See 
the section entitled Minimum Technology Requirements and Getting Help below. 
 
In Blackboard I will periodically post announcements concerning class.  I will post in Course 
Materials many files pertinent to the class.   The Syllabus portion will contain a copy of this 
document, and in the Discussion Board I will post an introduction of myself.  Please follow my 
lead in this regard. 
 
Finally, remain familiar with the standards required in the Regent Student Handbook. 
 
EVALUATION OF STUDENT PERFORMANCE 
 

http://www.regent.edu/admin/stusrv/student/Student_Handbook.pdf


 3 

1. Mid-Term and Final Exams.  The principal tools of assessment are a mid-term and 
final exam.  These exams are predominantly multiple choice and will be posted in 
Blackboard and made available for you to take on a specified day.  The final exam will 
also have an essay component that will be take home, with a limited time to complete 
it. 

 
2. Class participation – Virginia Beach Section.  Each VB student will be evaluated 

based upon a student's substantive contributions to class discussions.  Attendance to 
each class session is expected, unless prior arrangements are made with me. It should 
be clear that one’s class participation grade is directly tied to one’s attendance, based 
upon the following principle: If you are not in class, you can’t participate.     

 
For both the Virginia Beach and DE sections, students who have not attended or logged 
into a class will, at the end of the second week of the session/semester—in accordance 
with university practice—be assumed to have unofficially dropped and will be 
administratively dropped from the class. 

 
 
I will give the following weight to each of the areas of assessment: 
 
 

Assessments Weight 

Mid-Term Exam 30% 

Final Exam - Objective 30% 

Final Exam - Essay 10% 

Class Participation 30% 

 
 
Grading Standard 
 

Grade 
Percentage 
Score Range 

Rationale & Meaning of Grade 

A 94-100% 
Superior work in all areas as indicated in the professor's written 
expectations. Exemplary performance, participation, creativity and 
writing. 

A- 90-93.9% 
Excellent work overall, but may be lacking in relation to some aspect 
of the professor's expectations. Excellent content in writing 
assignments. 

B+ 86-89.9% 

Good work in most areas, minor deficiency in relation to the 
professor's expectations regarding content, standard writing style or 
procedures. Good content, but lacking in some areas (see 
professor's comments on course work). 

B 82-85.9% 

Good work in most areas, minor deficiency in relation to the 
professor's expectations regarding content, standard writing style or 
procedures. Attention to detail may have significantly improved the 
project. 

B- 78-81.9% Fair work in most areas: serious disregard for professor's 
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expectations or standard writing and style procedures. Attention to 
written instructions may have significantly improved the project. 

C+ 74-77.9% 
Passing work, but in serious need of improvement in many areas, 
especially in regard to form, content and professor's expectations. 

C 70-73.9% 
Passing work, but in serious need of improvement in many areas, 
especially in regard to form, content and professor's expectations; 
below professional quality standards. 

C- 66-69.9% 
Barely passing work, but in very serious need of improvement in 
many areas, especially in regard to form, content and professor's 
expectations; substantially below professional quality standards. 

F <66% 
Failing; little conformity to professor's expectations; not graduate 
quality work; requires repeat of the course and meeting with the 
professor and advisor 

 
 
REQUIRED TEXTS  
 
The Holy Bible [any commonly used version]. 
 
Colson, Charles & Pearcey, Nancy.  1999.  How Now Shall We Then Live?  Wheaton, 
IL.:  Tyndale House.  ISBN 0-8423-1808-9 
 
Veith, Gene Edward.  1994.  Postmodern Times: A Christian Guide to Contemporary 
Thought and Culture.  Wheaton, IL:  Crossway Books.  ISBN 13: 978-0-89107-768-8 
 
DeMar, Gary. 2001.  God and Government: Issues in Biblical Perspective (vol. 2). 
Atlanta, GA: American Vision, Inc.  ISBN: 0-915815-13-1 
 

DeMar, Gary. 2001.  God and Government: The Restoration of the Republic (vol. 3). 
Atlanta, GA: American Vision, Inc.  ISBN: 0-915815-14-1 
 
Eidsmoe, John. 1997.  God and Caesar: Biblical Faith and Political Action. Eugene, OR: 
Wipf & Stock Publishers. ISBN-10: 1579100953 
 
 
RECOMMENDED REFERENCE MATERIALS 
 
Baldwin, J.F.  1998.  The Deadliest Monster. New Braunfels, TX: Fishermen Press. 
 
Blamires, Harry.  1978.  The Christian Mind.  Ann Arbor, MI:  Servant. 
 
Budziszewski, J.  2003.  What We Can’t Not Know.  Dallas:  Spence Publishing 
 
Colson, Charles. 1989. Kingdoms In Conflict. New York: Spring Arbor. 
 
Colson, Charles.  2001.  Justice that Restores.  Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House. 
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Colson, Charles & Pearcey, Nancy.  1999.  How Now Shall We Then Live?  Wheaton, IL.:  
Tyndale House.  
 
Johnson, Philip.  1993.  Darwin on Trial.  2nd ed.  Downers Grove, IL:  InterVarsity Press 
 
Johnson, Philip.  1995.  Reason in the Balance:  The Case against Naturalism in Science, Law, 
and Culture.  Downers Grove, IL:  InterVarsity Press. 
 
Kreeft, Peter and Tacelli, Ronald.  Handbook of Christian Apologetics.  Downers Grove, IL:  
InterVarsity Press 
 
Kuyper, Abraham.  1996.  Christianity: A Total World and Life System.  Malborough, NH:  
Plymouth Rock Foundation. 
 
Naugle, David. 2002. Worldview:  The History of a Concept.  Grand Rapids:  Eerdmans 
 
Neuhaus, Richard John.  1984.  The Naked Public Square: Religion and Democracy in America. 
2nd edition.  Grand Rapids:  Eerdmans. 
 
Noebel, David.  1997. Understanding the Times.  Eugene, OR: Harvest House. 
 
Noll, Mark.  1994.  The Scandal of the Evangelical Mind.  Downers Grove, IL:  InterVarsity 
Press. 
 
Olasky, Marvin.  1995.  The Tragedy of American Compassion.  Washington, DC:  Regnery. 
 
Schaeffer, Francis.  1982.  The Complete Works of Francis A. Schaeffer:  A Christian 
Worldview.  Westchester, IL:  Crossway. 
 
Schaeffer, Francis.  1982. A Christian Manifesto.  Wheaton, IL:  Good News. 
 
Schaeffer, Francis.  1982.  How Should We Then Live?  Westchester, IL:  Crossway. 
 
Sire, James.  1997.  The Universe Next Door: A Basic Worldview Catalog.  3rd ed.  Downers 
Grove, IL:  InterVarsity Press 
 
 
 
READING ASSIGNMENTS 
 
Week  Topics Reading/Assignment 

   

Jan. 3 Introduction, 
Syllabus Review, and 
What Is Truth?  

Read Veith chs. 1-3 and 11 
DE: Post personal introduction and participate in Bb 

dialogue   

   

Jan. 10 What Is Worldview 
and Why Does It 
Matter? 

Read Colson: Introduction and chs. 1-4; DeMar, vol. 2, chs. 1 & 2; 

Worldview Lessons 1-4 in Course Materials. DE:  Participate in 

Bb dialogue  
Last Day to Drop Class with 100% Refund is Jan. 16 
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Week  Topics Reading/Assignment 

Jan. 17 MLK, Jr. Birthday Enjoy your day 

   

Jan. 24 General Revelation: 
Science & Creation 

Read Colson chs. 5-14, 40 
DE:  Participate in Bb dialogue  
Last Day to Drop Class with 50% Refund is Jan. 30 

   

Jan. 31 Who Is Man? What Is 
Wrong with Him?  
The Fall 

Read Colson chs. 15-21, Veith ch. 4; DE: Participate in Bb 
dialogue;  
 

   

Feb. 7 Who Then Is God? Read DeMar, vol. 2, chs. 3 -5  
DE:  Participate in Bb dialogue   

   

Feb. 14 Redemption & The 
Restoration: History 

Read Colson, chs. 22-29      
DE:  Participate in Bb dialogue 
Take Midterm Exam on Saturday, Feb. 19 Through 
Blackboard  

    

Feb. 21 The Restoration: 
Social Organizations 

Read Veith chs. 8-10; Colson chs. 30-37     
DE:  Participate in Bb dialogue 
Withdrawal Deadline is Feb. 25 

   

Feb. 28 
–Mar. 5 

Spring Break Enjoy family and friends! 

   

Mar. 7-
12 

The Restoration: The 
Arts 

Read Veith chs. 5-7; Colson ch. 41-44; Field Trip to the 
Chrysler Museum of the Arts for on campus students 
(Sunday afternoon or Wed. night tbd); DE:  Participate in 
Bb dialogue 

   

Mar. 14 The Restoration: 
Labor & Economics 

Read DeMar, vol 2, ch. 6-10; Colson ch. 38; Eidsmoe ch. 
13     

DE:  Participate in Bb dialogue 

   

Mar. 21 The Restoration: 
Government I 

Read Eidsmoe chs. 1-10; Worldview Lesson 2 in the Course 
Materials (Sphere Sovereignty)    

   

Mar. 28  The Restoration: 
Government II 

Read Eidsmoe chs. 11-12, 14-18, 20     
DE:  Participate in Bb dialogue 

   

April 4 The Restoration: Law Read DeMar, vol. 3, chs. 6-8, 10 & Eidsmoe ch. 19 
DE:  Participate in Bb dialogue 

   

April 11 The Restoration: 
Community 
Involvement 

Read Colson chs. 45; Veith chs. 12-13, DeMar, vol. 3, chs. 
4 & 5     
DE:  Participate in Bb dialogue 
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Week  Topics Reading/Assignment 

   

April 18 Final Exam Take Final Exam 

   

   
 

EXAM SCHEDULING 
 

The mid-term and final exams will be held at the time and date scheduled for the course.  
Students may be permitted to take the exam at another time or date only due to serious and 
disabling personal illness or injury, or extreme, sudden personal or family emergency.  Personal 
schedule conflicts, multiple exams on consecutive days, convenience, or travel plans will not be 
considered justification for taking the exam at another time.  Any request to take the exam on a 
date or at a time other than that scheduled for the course will be granted or denied solely in the 
discretion of the professor, consistent with the above guidelines. 
 
UNIVERSITY ACADEMIC HONOR CODE 
 

Students are on their honor to complete assignments with honesty and integrity.  Academic 
dishonesty involves intentionally or unintentionally stealing the intellectual property of others. 
 Students are expected to be familiar with the university’s policy on academic integrity found in 
both the University Student Handbook and Graduate School Catalog 
(http://www.regent.edu/general/catalog/) and to follow it.  As an academic and Christian 
community, Regent University takes seriously the call for integrity and penalizes breaches of of 
academic integrity.  
 
Students should be aware that submitted papers may be checked using Safeassign 
(Blackboard’s plagiarism detection feature).  This feature will determine the percentage of the 
submitted paper that matches other sources and will generate a report. Scores below 15% 
include quotes and few common phrases or blocks of text that match other documents, these 
papers indicate no evidence of the possibility of plagiarism. Scores between 15% and 40% 
include extensive quoted or paraphrased material or may include plagiarism and will require 
further review. Scores over 40% indicate a high probability the text in the paper was copied 
from other sources and should be reviewed for plagiarism. The professor or instructor will 
contact the student if plagiarism is a concern. 
 
INCOMPLETE, IN PROGRESS GRADES AND WITHDRAWAL FROM COURSE AFTER 
DROP/ADD 
 
An incomplete (I) grade will be given in a regular course only for legitimate deficiencies due to 
illness, emergencies or other extraordinary reasons acceptable to the professor, including 
equipment breakdown or shortages, and not because of neglect on the student’s part.  A 
regular grade will be given by the instructor if all requirements for the course are submitted by 
the end of the following term.  If all work is not submitted by the end of the following term, a 
grade of FX will be posted automatically.  The FX shall be counted as an F in the computation 
of the GPA. 
 
In progress grades will be given when assignments are not completed by the end of the term 
for the following academic work:  independent studies, internships, and theses.  An IP may 
also be an appropriate grade for courses in which the completion of course requirements for all 
students extends beyond the term in which the course is offered.  An IP may be continued for a 
maximum of two consecutive terms.  If the requirements for removal of the IP grade are not 
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completed by the end of the final term, an NP grade will be assigned.  Any student desiring 
reinstatement to the course after an NP has been posted must register for the course in a 
subsequent term and pay the full current tuition for the course. 
 
A grade of W or WF shall be given to a student who withdraws from a course after the 
authorized add/drop period up to the end of the term registered.  The designation WF shall be 
counted as an F in the computation of the GPA; the designation of W shall not be counted in 
the computation of the GPA.  Any student who seeks to complete a course to which a W grade 
has been posted must register in a subsequent term and pay the full current tuition for the 
course. 
 
STUDENT FEEDBACK 
 
Students are encouraged at any point during the course to offer the instructor any comments 
that may be helpful to the improvement or refinement of the course (Eph. 5: 21). 
Comments/concerns may be addressed during or after the course (via e-mail message, phone 
conversation, and/or face-to-face). Students are encouraged to complete a formal course 
evaluation at the conclusion of the course.  The course evaluation is only available in an online 
format. Prior to the end of the course, students will receive an e-mail indicating that the course 
evaluation is available. Instructions on accessing the evaluation will be included. Since the 
course evaluations are only available for a limited time, students should complete the 
evaluation as soon as they receive the e-mail notification that the evaluation is available. The 
online evaluations are completely confidential; your instructor will not see the results until 
after final grades have been submitted. All submissions, comments, and suggestions for 
improvement of this course are always welcome. 
 
 

MINIMUM TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS AND GETTING HELP 
 
Both on-campus and distance students must have access to a computer.  These computers 
must meet the hardware and software recommendations established by the University.  Be 
forewarned that one of the many deficiencies of the instructor of this course is technology.  
Providentially, the University provides excellent technical support through the Help Desk.  The 
phone number for the Help Desk is 757/352-4076. 
 
Another great resource provided by the University is the Writing Center.  For writing tips found 
online, here are two excellent resources: 

 Purdue Online Writing Lab at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/ 

 Washington State University Writing Lab at 
http://www.writingprogram.wsu.edu/units/writingcenter/etutoring/ 

Finally, students with disabilities should work with Student Services to determine what 
accommodations, if any, are needed and reasonable for this course. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.regent.edu/it/helpdesk/document/standards.cfm
http://www.regent.edu/it/helpdesk
http://www.regent.edu/admin/stusrv/writingcenter/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/
http://www.writingprogram.wsu.edu/units/writingcenter/etutoring/
http://www.regent.edu/admin/stusrv/student_life/disabilities.cfm

