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Regent University Robertson School of Government 

GOV 619:  Constitutional Law I 

Course Syllabus, Fall 2010 

Professor: James A. Davids 

 

Virginia Beach Section Meets Tuesdays,   
6-9 p.m. 

Distance Education Section ―Meets‖ Online 

Phone: 757-352-4783 
Fax: 757-352-4743 

Email: jdavids@regent.edu 

Office: Robertson Hall 226 
Office Hours: Monday & Tuesday  

9 a.m. – 12 p.m. 

 

NOTE: ALL INFORMATION IN THIS SYLLABUS IS TENTATIVE UNTIL THE START OF 
CLASS.  MOREOVER, OTHER THAN THE NATURE AND NUMBER OF THE ASSESSMENTS, 

THE COURSE MATERIAL AND ASSIGNMENTS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE UPON NOTICE 

PROVIDED IN BLACKBOARD OR IN CLASS. 

 
 
DESCRIPTION OF COURSE 
 

There is no greater evidence of the importance of the role of a Supreme Court 
Justice than the intensity of the confirmation process.  In the last four years, the 
Senate confirmed John Roberts as Chief Justice and Justice Samuel Alito and Justice 

Sonia Sotomayor after bruising confirmation battles.  These battles typically focus on 

constitutional interpretation – will the new Justice retain the ―right to privacy‖ which 
is foundational to women’s reproductive issues, or will the new Justice add his or her 
voice to those who note that there is no such explicit provision in the Constitution? 
 

Is this concentration of power in the hands of nine men and women what the 
Founders had in mind as they were drafting, debating and then redrafting the 
Constitution?  If not, where did the Founders intend the power to adopt public policy 
reside?  What happened to the plan as conceived by the Founders? 

 
This course addresses these and many other issues as we examine the Constitution 
of the United States.  Throughout this course, we will see that ―[a]ll constitutional 

law is more or less mixed up with politics.‖*  We will start with the history of the 

British ―constitution,‖ and then move to the records of some of the early permanent 
English settlements, such as Plymouth Plantation's Mayflower Compact of 1620.  We 
will examine the constitutions of the colonies and the states, and will emphasize 

several of the large commitments of the American republic, including: 

constitutionalism or limited government; federalism; separation of powers; and 
republicanism or popular government.  We will also examine the role of religion in 
American political thought.  Our readings will be organized around three textbooks, 

one focusing on constitutional law and cases, a second on the history of the 
Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia in the summer of 1787, and a third 

consisting of primary material, including colonial charters and organic laws.  
 

Throughout this course we will be operating on several assumptions:  (1) That all 

                      
* John Macy Zane, The Story of Law 366 (1998). 
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truth is God's truth.  (2) That Christians of good will can disagree over matters of 
politics, just as they do over matters of faith and practice.  (3) That a better 

understanding of the history of American constitutional thought and practice can help 
shed new light on contemporary problems, such as whether and how the 

Constitution is an evolving document, and what role the Supreme Court should play 
in American politics.  Welcome to Constitutional Law & Policy I.   

 
PURPOSE OF COURSE 
 

The purpose of this course is to ground students in the Robertson School of 

Government ("RSG") in the theory and practice of the American constitutional 
system.  Frankly, we expect all graduates of RSG to have a thorough understanding 
of the American constitutional order, in which we expect many of you to play 

important roles upon graduation.  This is in keeping with the mission of the School of 

Government and Regent University as a whole. 
 
The first part of this two course sequence focuses more (though not exclusively) on 

the colonial and founding periods, and on the "big picture" principles and institutions 
of American constitutionalism, including federalism, separation of powers, and the 
legislative, executive and judicial branches of government.  Put differently, the first 
course explores the theory that supported the unamended Constitution and the 

institutions it created.  The second course will focus more (though again, not 
exclusively) on civil rights and liberties, including freedom of speech and press, and 
particularly on religious liberty.  In other words, the second course will deal more 
with the Bill of Rights and subsequent amendments.   

 

A word of caution is in order.  This course is designed to aid three particular groups 
of RSG students: Joint law-government students, those who desire to attend law 
school in the future, and those with a keen interest in the law. This course is not for 

the weak or faint of heart (there is no easy A in this course).  The mid-term and final 

exams will be in the nature of a law school final to help prepare for that experience.   
 
THEME SCRIPTURE  
 

Micah 6:8:  He has showed you, O man, what is good.  And what does the LORD 
require of you?  To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. 

 
Bible Passages regarding Judges: 
 

Exodus 23: 1-3: Do not spread false reports.  Do not help a wicked man by being a 
malicious witness.  Do not pervert justice by siding with the crowd, and do not show 
favoritism to a poor man in his lawsuit.  Do not accept a bribe, for a bribe blinds 
those who see and twists the words of the righteous. 

 
Exodus 23:6-8: Do not deny justice to your poor people in their lawsuits. Have 
nothing to do with a false charge and do not put an innocent or honest person to 
death, for I will not acquit the guilty.  Do not accept a bribe, for a bribe blinds those 

who see and twists the words of the righteous. 
 
Leviticus 19:15: Do not pervert justice; do not show partiality to the poor or 
favoritism to the great, but judge your neighbor fairly.  

 
Deuteronomy 16:18-20: Appoint judges and officials for each of your tribes in every 
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town the LORD your God is giving you, and they shall judge the people fairly. Do not 
pervert justice or show partiality. Do not accept a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of 

the wise and twists the words of the righteous. Follow justice and justice alone, so 
that you may live and possess the land the LORD your God is giving you. 

 
Bible Passages Regarding Separation of Powers and Purpose of Civil Government: 

 
Isaiah 33:22: ―For the LORD is our judge, the LORD is our lawgiver, the LORD is our 
king; it is he who will save us.‖ 

 

Romans 13:1-7: ―Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for 
there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that 
exist have been established by God. Consequently, he who rebels against the 

authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring 

judgment on themselves. For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for 
those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then 
do what is right and he will commend you. For he is God's servant to do you good. 

But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is 
God's servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. Therefore, 
it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment 
but also because of conscience. This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities 

are God's servants, who give their full time to governing. Give everyone what you 
owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then 
respect; if honor, then honor. 
 

DESCRIPTION OF HOW FAITH AND LEARNING IS INTEGRATED IN THIS 

COURSE 
 
Our Christian faith is integrated in this course in the following three ways: (1) Each 

class begins with a short devotion, typically including a passage from Scripture, a 

passage from C.S. Lewis’ works, and a brief meditation.  (2) Our first two classes 
primarily deal with the elements of the Christian worldview with exercises on how to 
apply that worldview to governmental authority.  (3) During the course of the 

semester, the Christian worldview is applied to various elements of constitutional law 

as studied. 
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
 
Upon completion of this course, students should be able to: 

 

1. Learn and understand the theoretical foundations, history, context and 
current institutions and processes of the American constitutional system. 

 

2. Understand legal terms, key cases, and chronologies in constitutional law, 

including understanding early judicial thinking and changes in legal theories 
which have occurred over time. 
 

3. Articulate a thoughtful position regarding the relationship between Christianity 

and the American constitutional system. 
 

4. Develop and enhance the skills of careful reading, analysis, synthesis, critical 

thinking and oral presentation skills. 
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PROGRAM GOALS 
 

This course contributes to the fulfillment of the following RSG program goals: 
 

1. Strengthened Christian worldview/ Students learn the biblical truths that 
inform their discipline and their lives. 

 
2. Students are educated and trained in the theory and practice of government 

and politics, for service as leaders in government, politics, and academe. 

 

3. Students improve practicum skills in their concentration areas and increase 
their employability. 
 

COURSE PROCEDURES 

 
Constitutional law courses in law school use the case book method, which involves 
the intensive examination of major law cases and then extrapolating from these 

cases rules of law which can be applied to other fact patterns.  This course is a 
hybrid between this case book method and the typical method of instruction used in 
college (lectures and text).  It is, therefore, a wonderful bridge between college and 
law school, and a wonderful tool to determine whether a person interested in law 

should pursue law school.  Since this class will be taught in person essentially as a 
seminar using the Socratic method, students are expected to attend class and to be 
prepared to participate in discussion of the cases, problems, and materials assigned.  
The online class will principally involve dialogue about a series of questions posed 

based on the readings.   

 
RSG uses the Internet to communicate with students and enhance its courses, and 
accordingly, all students must be proficient in the use of required computer hardware 

and software.   See the section entitled Minimum Technology Requirements and 

Getting Help below. 
 
In Blackboard I will periodically post announcements concerning class.  I will post in 

Course Materials many files pertinent to the class.   The Syllabus portion will contain 

a copy of this document, and in the Discussion Board I will post an introduction of 
myself.  Please follow my lead in this regard. 

 
Finally, remain familiar with the standards required in the Regent Student Handbook. 

 

 

EVALUATION OF STUDENT PERFORMANCE 
 

1. Mid-Term and Final Exams.  For most students in class, the principal tools 

of assessment will be a mid-term and final exam.  These exams are 
predominantly multiple choice and will be posted in Blackboard and made 
available for you to take on a specified Saturday.  The final exam will also 
have an essay component that will be take home, with a limited time to 

complete it. 
 

The essay question will require you to reach conclusions based on hypothetical 
fact situations, to explain fully and thoroughly the analytical process and 

reasoning used to reach the conclusions, and to explore alternative conclusions 
in the same way.  Essay answers should feature four components: (1) An 

http://www.regent.edu/admin/stusrv/student/Student_Handbook.pdf
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identification of each issue raised by the question; (2) A clear statement of the 
applicable legal rules; (3) An analysis wherein the rules are applied to the 
facts of the question; and (4) The drawing of appropriate conclusions. 
 
The following criteria will be applied in grading essay answers, for each of the 

five primary letter grades indicated: 
 
A (4.0) An ―A‖ answer identifies correctly and fully all issues and subissues 
raised by the question.  It states all applicable (and potentially applicable) 

legal rules and sub-rules with precision.  It analyzes the facts of the question 
thoroughly in light of the applicable rules, and explores all alternative modes 
of analysis where appropriate.  Finally, it applies the law to the facts to reach 
appropriate conclusions. 

 
B (3.0) This answer presents all four components of a good answer (issues, 
rules, analysis/application, and conclusion), but it does so in a way that could 
be substantially improved.  For example, it may be that not all of the issues 

have been spotted, or the issues are not presented with complete clarity.  The 
statement of legal rules captures the basic law, but may not develop the law’s 
complexities or nuances.  The analysis is competent, but lacks subtlety, and 
may be somewhat simplistic or conclusory in spots. 

 
C (2.0) This is a minimally competent answer.  It must contain in some 
measure all four components of a good answer (issue, rules, analysis/ 
application, conclusions), but it may not clearly articulate them as separable 
concepts.  Perhaps only one or two main issues have been identified, the 

others missed.  Rules of law, while stated, lack in completeness and/or 
accuracy.  The analysis and application may be somewhat shallow and 
conclusory.  Conclusions may be questionable and not well-defended.  The 
―C‖ answer is the minimum acceptable product of a minimally competent 

attorney. 
 

D (1.0) This is an answer which lacks one or more of the basic components.  
It may identify the wrong issues, or articulate none at all.  Rules are stated 
incorrectly.  The analysis is conclusory at best, absent at worst.  The law is 

never really applied to the facts in any coherent way.  Conclusions are 
unsupported or missing. 

 

F  (0) The student has written nothing, or has not really tried, or exhibits a 

complete lack of knowledge of legal issues and rules, or demonstrates a near-
total inability to engage in legal analysis. 

 

Those students who have been accepted into law school or have a 148 or 

higher LSAT score and a GPA over 3.1 will write a paper in lieu of the mid-
term exam.  This paper will give them the opportunity to learn Bluebook style 

and how to start writing like a lawyer, thereby giving them an advantage as 
they start (or actively compete for admission into) law school.  Students who 
meet the criteria stated above should notify me in the first week of class.  

 

2. Class participation – Virginia Beach Section.  Each VB student will be 
evaluated based upon a student's substantive contributions to class 
discussion and submission of assigned briefs.  Attendance to each class 

session is expected, unless prior arrangements are made with me. It should 
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be clear that one’s class participation grade is directly tied to one’s 
attendance, based upon the following principle: If you are not in class, you 

can’t participate.  Although I will not assess individually the briefs submitted 
to me in class, I will use them as one of the ways to assess class 

participation.   
 

For both the Virginia Beach and DE sections, students who have not attended 
or logged into a class will, at the end of the second week of the 
session/semester—in accordance with university practice—be assumed to 

have unofficially dropped and will be administratively dropped from the class. 

3. Class participation – DE Section.  The purpose of Blackboard dialogue in 
this course is for you to acquire and test your understanding of the required 

readings. You can read the material, but the test of whether you have some 
mastery of the concepts is the extent to which you can discuss and apply the 
concepts. If we met in class, we could discuss the topics verbally. The 
threaded discussion dialogues replace classes.  You will find some topics and 

concepts more useful than others or easier to understand and apply. Not 
everyone will see things the way you do, so we will all benefit from your 
comments if you find something particularly useful - or if you find something 

particularly worthless. The idea is to contribute to the common learning.  

Dialogue etiquette requires that posts generally not be longer than 200-300 

words (there are, of course, good exceptions to this general rule, and I do not 
want to limit you to surface analysis by word limitations). A characteristic of 

good writing is to be able to say what you mean in well-crafted tightly-worded 
documents. The focus of dialogue is on critical thinking about the material 

and how well you can engage in scholarly discourse with your colleagues. You 
are expected to use the discussions and other weekly interaction assignments 
to show your understanding of, questions about, and application of the 

content of the readings.  

Evaluation of dialogue considers a balance of quality and quantity. Dialogue is 
a process rather than an assignment thus it is important that you engage 

other students early on in the forum's time period and continue to engage 
learners throughout the open time period. You should pose new thoughts and 
questions as well as respond to the thoughts and questions of other learners. 
It is important that you demonstrate mastery of the material through new 

application or evaluation of the material. Evaluation also includes how well 
you introduce outside reading materials.  

Since we have no class discussions, the only way I can assess 

whether you are reading the assigned material is if you cite the 
material in your posts.  Including references to the text will earn you 

good marks in the Bb dialogue.  Failure to cite the text in your posts 
will lead me to believe that you are not reading the text, and 
therefore not completing your assignments.  This, of course, will 

adversely affect your grade. 

Finally, I anticipate assigning during the course of the semester case briefs for 
each of you to write and share with others.  The form of a case brief is found 

on page 48 of the Rossum & Tarr text. I will provide a slightly different form 
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for you in the Course Materials.  Part of your weekly grade will depend upon 
the quality of the brief you post. 

Specific Evaluation Criteria for Dialogue  

  

Grade A (2.3 points each week of posting)  
Posts three or more substantive messages for the week; responds not only to 
the assigned Group Discussion Questions, but also responds to the questions 

of others, while posing additional questions to stimulate dialogue; posts in a 

timely manner; cites text frequently. 
 

Grade B (1.5 points each week of posting)  
Posts two substantive messages for the week; responds minimally to the 

posted questions and to the questions of others; rarely asks additional 
questions to stimulate dialogue; infrequently cites text. 

 

Grade C (.8 points each week of posting)  

Posts one substantive message each week; responds minimally to the 
questions of others, or merely posts a question, thus does not enter the 
dialogue; does not cite text. 

 

Grade F (0 points each week of posting) 
Does not participate in posts for the week. 

 

During the course of the week, I may participate in the discussion.  If I do, it 

typically will provide encouragement, a little direction, or some insights I may 
have into the matter. 
 

 
 

I will give the following weight to each of the areas of assessment: 

 
 

Assessments Weight 

Mid-Term Exam 30% 

Final Exam - Objective 30% 

Final Exam - Essay 10% 

Class Participation/Briefs 30% 

 
 

Grading Standard 
 

Grade 
Percentage 
Score Range 

Rationale & Meaning of Grade 

A 94-100% 

Superior work in all areas as indicated in the professor's 

written expectations. Exemplary performance, 

participation, creativity and writing. 

A- 90-93.9% 
Excellent work overall, but may be lacking in relation to 

some aspect of the professor's expectations. Excellent 
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content in writing assignments. 

B+ 86-89.9% 

Good work in most areas, minor deficiency in relation to 
the professor's expectations regarding content, standard 

writing style or procedures. Good content, but lacking in 
some areas (see professor's comments on course work). 

B 82-85.9% 

Good work in most areas, minor deficiency in relation to 

the professor's expectations regarding content, standard 
writing style or procedures. Attention to detail may have 
significantly improved the project. 

B- 78-81.9% 

Fair work in most areas: serious disregard for professor's 

expectations or standard writing and style procedures. 
Attention to written instructions may have significantly 

improved the project. 

C+ 74-77.9% 
Passing work, but in serious need of improvement in many 
areas, especially in regard to form, content and 
professor's expectations. 

C 70-73.9% 

Passing work, but in serious need of improvement in many 
areas, especially in regard to form, content and 
professor's expectations; below professional quality 

standards. 

C- 66-69.9% 

Barely passing work, but in very serious need of 
improvement in many areas, especially in regard to form, 
content and professor's expectations; substantially below 
professional quality standards. 

F <66% 
Failing; little conformity to professor's expectations; not 
graduate quality work; requires repeat of the course and 

meeting with the professor and advisor 

 
 

REQUIRED TEXTS  
 

Rossum, Ralph and Alan G. Tarr. American Constitutional Law. Vol. I. 7th ed. 
Wadsworth, 2006. ISBN 0495007528. 

 
Frohnen, Bruce (ed.), The American Republic Primary Sources, Liberty Fund: 

Indianapolis, 2002. ISBN 0-86597-333-4. 
 

Bowen, Catherine Drinker, Miracle at Philadelphia: The Story of the Constitutional 
Convention, Back Bay Books, New York, 1966. ISBN 978-0-316-10398-5. 
 

The Holy Bible [any commonly used version]. 

 



 

 9 

 
 

RECOMMENDED REFERENCE MATERIALS 

 

Hamilton, Alexander, James Madison and John Jay. The Federalist Papers. [Note: any 
complete edition of The Federalist Papers (sometimes titled The Federalist) is 

acceptable, and the internet has most of the various papers, so you can obtain this 
information at no or little cost.] 
 

Kurland, Philip B. and Ralph Lerner, eds. The Founders' Constitution. 5 vols. 

University of Chicago Press, 1987; http://press-pubs.uchicago.edu/founders. [Note: 
this edition is entirely on-line and requires no book purchase.] 
 

READING ASSIGNMENTS 
 
Week  Topics Reading/Assignment 

   

Aug. 
24 

Introduction, 
Syllabus Review 
and Biblical Fdn. of 

Law 

Read Syllabus; Worldview Lessons 1 and 2 posted in the 

Course Materials; Justice Parker Opinion 
DE: Post personal introduction and participate in Bb 

dialogue 

   

Aug. 
31 

English Con’l 
History & Colonial 

Constitutionalism 

Read Frohnen ch. 3 (pp. 92-109) and ch. 1 (pp. 4-33); 
The Rights of the English (found in Course 

Materials); Read Preface and chs. 1-8 in Bowen (no 

discussion until Sept. 14  
DE:  Participate in Bb dialogue  
Last Day to Drop Class with 100% Refund is Sept. 5 

   

Sept. 

7 

Acts Leading to 

Declaration of 
Independence  

Read Frohnen ch. 3 (pp. 110-136), ch. 4 (pp. 140-

189); chs. 9-16 in Bowen (no discussion until next 
week) 

DE:  Participate in Bb dialogue 

   

Sept. 

14 

Framing the 

Constitution & The 
Judicial System 

Read Bowen chs. 17-25; Frohnen ch. 5 (pp. 200-295); 

& Rossum & Tarr vol. I, ch.2 
DE:  Participate in Bb dialogue 

Last Day to Drop Class with 50% Refund is Sept. 19 

   

Sept. 

21 

Interpretation of 

the Constitution 

Read R & T I, ch. 1 

DE: Participate in Bb dialogue 

   

Sept. 
28 

Powers of the 
Judicial Branch 

Read R & T I, ch. 3; assigned cases 
DE:  Participate in Bb dialogue 

   

Oct. 5 Powers of the 
Legislative Branch 

Read R & T I, ch. 4; assigned cases;  
DE:  Participate in Bb dialogue 

    

Oct. Catch Up Day Reading and Blackboard Discussion as Assigned; Take 
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Week  Topics Reading/Assignment 

12 Midterm Exam on Friday, Oct. 15 Through Blackboard 

Withdrawal Deadline is Oct. 15 

   

 
Oct. 
19 

 
Fall Break 

 

Enjoy your reading break!   

   

Oct. 
26 

Powers of the 
Executive Branch 

Read R & T, I, ch. 5; assigned cases;  
DE:  Participate in Bb dialogue 
Paper Due for Joint Law/Gov Students on November 1 

   

Nov. 2 Federalism 
 

Read R & T, I, ch. 6; assigned cases; Frohnen ch. 7 
(pp. 382-469) 

DE:  Participate in Bb dialogue 

   

Nov. 9 National Powers Read R & T, I ch. 7; assigned cases; Frohnen ch. 8 

(pp. 474-578)  
DE:  Participate in Bb dialogue 

   

Nov. 
16  

National Security & 
Foreign Policy 

Read R & T, I, ch. 8; assigned cases;  
DE:  Participate in Bb dialogue 

   

Nov. 
23 

Thanksgiving Break Enjoy your time with family and friends! 

   

Nov. 

30 

State Powers Read R & T, I, ch. 9; assigned cases 

DE:  Participate in Bb dialogue 

   

Dec. 7 The Contract Clause Read R & T I, ch. 11; assigned cases 
DE:  Participate in Bb dialogue 

   

Dec. 
14 

Final Exam Submission of Take Home Exam Answer and Take 
―Objective‖ Portion of Final Exam Through Blackboard 

   

 

 

EXAM SCHEDULING 

 

The mid-term and final exams will be held at the time and date scheduled for the 
course.  Students may be permitted to take the exam at another time or date only 
due to serious and disabling personal illness or injury, or extreme, sudden personal or 
family emergency.  Personal schedule conflicts, multiple exams on consecutive days, 

convenience, or travel plans will not be considered justification for taking the exam at 
another time.  Any request to take the exam on a date or at a time other than that 
scheduled for the course will be granted or denied solely in the discretion of the 

professor, consistent with the above guidelines. 
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UNIVERSITY ACADEMIC HONOR CODE 

 

Students are on their honor to complete assignments with honesty and integrity.  
Academic dishonesty involves intentionally or unintentionally stealing the intellectual 

property of others.  Students are expected to be familiar with the university’s policy 
on academic integrity found in both the University Student Handbook and Graduate 

School Catalog (http://www.regent.edu/general/catalog/) and to follow it.  As an 
academic and Christian community, Regent University takes seriously the call for 
integrity and penalizes breaches of of academic integrity.  

 

Students should be aware that submitted papers may be checked using Safeassign 
(Blackboard’s plagiarism detection feature).  This feature will determine the 
percentage of the submitted paper that matches other sources and will generate a 

report. Scores below 15% include quotes and few common phrases or blocks of text 
that match other documents, these papers indicate no evidence of the possibility of 
plagiarism. Scores between 15% and 40% include extensive quoted or paraphrased 
material or may include plagiarism and will require further review. Scores over 40% 

indicate a high probability the text in the paper was copied from other sources and 
should be reviewed for plagiarism. The professor or instructor will contact the 
student if plagiarism is a concern. 
 

INCOMPLETE, IN PROGRESS GRADES AND WITHDRAWAL FROM COURSE 
AFTER DROP/ADD 
 
An incomplete (I) grade will be given in a regular course only for legitimate 
deficiencies due to illness, emergencies or other extraordinary reasons acceptable to 
the professor, including equipment breakdown or shortages, and not because of 
neglect on the student’s part.  A regular grade will be given by the instructor if all 
requirements for the course are submitted by the end of the following term.  If all 
work is not submitted by the end of the following term, a grade of FX will be posted 

automatically.  The FX shall be counted as an F in the computation of the GPA. 
 
In progress grades will be given when assignments are not completed by the end of 
the term for the following academic work:  independent studies, internships, and 

theses.  An IP may also be an appropriate grade for courses in which the completion 
of course requirements for all students extends beyond the term in which the course 
is offered.  An IP may be continued for a maximum of two consecutive terms.  If the 
requirements for removal of the IP grade are not completed by the end of the final 
term, an NP grade will be assigned.  Any student desiring reinstatement to the 

course after an NP has been posted must register for the course in a subsequent 
term and pay the full current tuition for the course. 
 
A grade of W or WF shall be given to a student who withdraws from a course after 

the authorized add/drop period up to the end of the term registered.  The 
designation WF shall be counted as an F in the computation of the GPA; the 
designation of W shall not be counted in the computation of the GPA.  Any student 
who seeks to complete a course to which a W grade has been posted must register in 

a subsequent term and pay the full current tuition for the course. 
 
STUDENT FEEDBACK 
 
Students are encouraged at any point during the course to offer the instructor any 

comments that may be helpful to the improvement or refinement of the course (Eph. 
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5: 21). Comments/concerns may be addressed during or after the course (via e-mail 
message, phone conversation, and/or face-to-face). Students are encouraged to 
complete a formal course evaluation at the conclusion of the course.  The course 
evaluation is only available in an online format. Prior to the end of the course, 
students will receive an e-mail indicating that the course evaluation is available. 

Instructions on accessing the evaluation will be included. Since the course 
evaluations are only available for a limited time, students should complete the 
evaluation as soon as they receive the e-mail notification that the evaluation is 
available. The online evaluations are completely confidential; your instructor will not 

see the results until after final grades have been submitted. All submissions, 
comments, and suggestions for improvement of this course are always welcome. 
 
 

MINIMUM TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS AND GETTING HELP 
 
Both on-campus and distance students must have access to a computer.  These 
computers must meet the hardware and software recommendations established by 

the University.  Be forewarned that one of the many deficiencies of the instructor of 
this course is technology.  Providentially, the University provides excellent technical 
support through the Help Desk.  The phone number for the Help Desk is 757/352-
4076. 
 

Another great resource provided by the University is the Writing Center.  For writing 
tips found online, here are two excellent resources: 

 Purdue Online Writing Lab at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/ 

 Washington State University Writing Lab at 
http://www.writingprogram.wsu.edu/units/writingcenter/etutoring/ 

Finally, students with disabilities should work with Student Services to determine 
what accommodations, if any, are needed and reasonable for this course. 
 
 
 

http://www.regent.edu/it/helpdesk/document/standards.cfm
http://www.regent.edu/it/helpdesk
http://www.regent.edu/admin/stusrv/writingcenter/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/
http://www.writingprogram.wsu.edu/units/writingcenter/etutoring/
http://www.regent.edu/admin/stusrv/student_life/disabilities.cfm

