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Motivational
Levels



Session Goals

ÅUnderstand the 4 levels of 
motivation
ÅUnderstand the special needs of 
children at each stage of growth
ÅUnderstand why children choose 
to obey and disobey
ÅLŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
motivational levels



the seed sprouts 
and grows, though 
he does not know 
how. 28All by itself 
the soil produces 
grain-first the 
stalk, then the 
head, then the full 
kernel in the head. 

Mark 4:26 -28
26He also said to 
ÔÈÅÍȟ Ȱ4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ×ÈÁÔ 
the kingdom of God 
is like. A man 
scatters seed on the 
ground. 27Night and 
day, whether he 
sleeps or gets up,

Key Scripture



Discuss Growth

growing 
stages to 
maturity

know

sow

άǎŀƴŎǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴέ

grow



Growth is a part of God's natural order in the world. 
In Mark 4:26-28 Jesus used the analogy of plant life 
to illustrate how growth occurs in the kingdom of 
God.  In this parable the "seed" (of faith) produces 
"first the stalk, then the head, then the full kernel in 
the head."  Jesus' illustration reminds us that the 
physical, emotional, and spiritual growth of both 
ourselves and our children is characterized by a 
progression from immaturity to full maturity.

Discuss Growth



growing stages to maturity



ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎŀǳǎŜ 
others to 
regress

Motivational Levels

need more love, structure, 
encouragement to progress

lower levels
not lower worth

not less love



grow faith:
God will meet needs; 
ŎŀƴΩǘ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ 

myself

Motivational Levels

change:  
respond
to God
more than 
carnal nature



Motivational Levels

1 ςME

2 ςAPPROVAL

3 ςPERSONAL RELATIONSHIP

4 ςOTHERS-ORIENTED



Motivation Matures

External 
Control

Internal 
Control

SecurityProtection

Limit 
Demands

Independence



Motivational Levels

1 ςME

(1Cor. 3:1-4)

Baby: self-gratification

punishment/reward



For since there is 
jealousy and 
quarreling among 
you, are you not 
worldly? Are you not 
acting like mere 
men? 4For when one 
says, "I follow Paul," 
and another, "I 
follow Apollos," are 
you not mere men? 

1Corinthians 3:1 -4
1Brothers, I could not 
address you as 
spiritual but as 
worldlyɂmere infants
in Christ. 2I gave you 
milk, not solid food, for 
you were not yet ready 
for it. Indeed, you are 
still not ready. 3You are 
still worldly. 

Level 1 - Baby



Motivational Levels

1 ςME

(1Cor. 3:1-4)

Baby: self-gratification

punishment/reward



Motivational Levels

2 ςAPPROVAL

(1 John 2:12)

Little Child: seek the approval

self-esteem

sense of right and wrong



1John 2:12
I write to you, dear 
children, because 
your sins have been 
forgiven on account 
of his name.

Level 2 ðLittle Child



Motivational Levels

2 ςAPPROVAL

(1 John 2:12)

Little Child: seek the approval

self-esteem

sense of right and wrong



Motivational Levels

3 ςPERSONAL RELATIONSHIP

(1 John 2:13)

Young Man: Affiliation

respect

assert their independence
competent, mutual acceptance & trust



1John 2:13

. . . I write to you, 
young men, 
because you have 
overcome the evil 
one.

Level 3 ðYoung Man



Motivational Levels

3 ςPERSONAL RELATIONSHIP

(1 John 2:13)

Young Man: Affiliation

respect

assert their independence
competent, mutual acceptance & trust



Motivational Levels

4 ςOTHERS-ORIENTED

(1 John 2:13)

Father: transpersonal

God-centeredness

self-sacrifice, unconditional love, God 
& others, unqualified commitment



1John 2:13

I write to you, 
fathers, because 
you have known 
him who is from 
the beginning. . . . 

Level 4 ðFather



Motivational Levels

4 ςOTHERS-ORIENTED

(1 John 2:13)

Father: transpersonal

God-centeredness

self-sacrifice, unconditional love, God 
& others, unqualified commitment



Motivation Matures

External 
Control

Internal 
Control

SecurityProtection

Limit 
Demands

Independence



When I became 
a man, I put 

childish ways 
behind me.

1 Corinthians 
13:11

When I was a 
child, I talked like 
a child, I thought 
like a child, I 
reasoned like a 
child. 

Level 1 - Me


