s

ttering

d

{)hll St(}ll turns 80, he still finds weeds to pull, birds to

I'HAT FIRET K OWR MM a5 | walked | n Srorrs bed

raom (my affice |_|||!II'||_: davlight hours), | found his 10

pige, handwritten manuseript on my desk with a note
“This is an interview for a

thedr 20s, Could you give me your feedback

oy what U've sald, and sugpest any changes

to make it more inte TCSTINEE O T

Mot cettain the thoughts ol this 21-ye;

W of any value, | nevertheless carefully

read through the manuseript and lsted ses

&Ta '|||;_'\!_:I"1|I'|.! icdclitions, deletions, a e
ihcatioms

I'he next moming, there again on my

desk was the manuscrps and a note: “Wha
do vou think now?”’ The interview had been
rewntien=—and every .1.|||_|'_||. SUEResLon

cmploved. Britain’s world-renowned, 73

year-old witer and reacher had consented

EYErY |'||-'|| | I|.\,||.-I|,'|_' |‘|'\l T A MECEnT o ]l EL

graduate om his frst day of work

| had leamed 3 key charsctenstic of i|||I!'.
Srote: his disarming humilivy

| hin St
Krowm principally for his writing (almos 40
b l|\ +

e

1 s B0 vears obd on Apnl 27

and preaching. Stott has been one of

nst influential leaders of world evangel
wealisit in the lasr 50 vears Much has been
weritten about Stodt's thealogy and his infiu
ence on evangelicalism waorldwide, with Hr
the attenticm paid to his personal ke

As hix study assmtant from 1996 1o 1999,
[ :'\|'|||||-||.'\|| or cvery I|'||"_|'_ froam research 1o

making tea and munnmg errands, | have often

4

asked what persn i ||...|I|:i<'~1 make
Stodt the man he is.

O thee many characteristycs | could men
mon, these struck me mese his humilicy, his
disg ||'|I||'|| al prayer and his halance of work
ancl play

Yol Ence |||~. ||||||'ii|l'\.. |.|I'-I 15K 1he I,-' 82§

iy e gives to others, To speak with him
briefly atver church i a crowded hallway is
ro be the absalute center of his amenton. To
vigit him for a mecdng s to be welcomed

into his homne and offered a cup of tea out of

CHEBIBTIiAMOTY TOBAY AT

ook written for aill,;' £ i | 1y

i owm hands, A handwritten b

riresm i yongs pastor n
‘\.||_:|'11.| Eets a andwritien P RS

Humility is not another wrard e hypocrisy: it @ anoth

er word for homesty,” Stote saps. It 12 not pretending v be

Hing panguine
|slericd i

rhie Saourh Ariamric




Prayer

watch, and petitions to make.

other than we are, but acknowlbedging the ruth about what
WE are.

With a keen sense of the 'Tar.idm of our humanness,”
he recognizes that we are at once the most glonous crea
tures in all of creation, redeemed by Christ, and
al the same mme rebellious, God-soolfing snners.

This might be a distamt theological conceps
for soamie, bt for Stote it is a fundamental princi
ple, one lived our in the dayto-day details of a
busy life

FIAST THINGS FIRST

The day begins for Stot at 5 a8, He swings his
legs over the side of his bed and stans the day
in prayer:

Good merning, heavenly Father, good
maoming, Lord Jesus; good moming, Holy
Spirit. Heavenly Father, | worship you as
the Creator and Sustainer of the universe
Lord | ESEE T |.I.1||3-\.||||_'| vioil, Savior amnd Laord
of the warld, Haoly Spirit, I wonrship you,
Yanctifier of the EII_-\.I|1II" of Gaxd. € :||||':L' tin Thee
Father, and mo the %om; and to the Moy Spar
it As it was in the begmmning. B8 now, and
will be borever. Amven,

Heavenly Father, 1 pray than | may live this

.,I.u:, i '_-.-ulu"p-.'g-fn_-|.'|,-.i|'u!'|'\-1|-.|u- YL T and
mare, Lord Jesus, | pray that this day 1 may
1xke &
pray that this day you w ill fill me with youae

gt iry croes and folkow vea. Hioly S, |

sell and cause VORI ikt 1o Fipen 1 s lukes:
" b, joy, peace, patience, kindness, poodness,
fasthfulness, gentheness. and self-comtrol. Haoly,
blessed, amd glorous Trinity, three eSO in

.‘ o Cers, Bravee ey upom me, Amien

For decades, Stott has begun each day with a
sersion al this Trinnaran prayer

There is a small leather notetsook, stulfed full
of Folded papers and pamphlets and held vogeth-
e by a strong rubber band, that trovels as a twin
with Stoit's Rible. Each smwrning, having pead
three chapters of Scriprure and meditared prayer
fully over them, he pulls out his prayer note-
book, takes off the rubber band, and prays for

by John W. Yates |1l

frends, fami I:.._ ministried, ancd even SIEATIRETS.

Inside the motebook is a daily prayer list that i under
cometant revison. In minuscile pring, the pages are divided
into four codlumns: for evangelism or new converts, for
people who have decisions 1o make, for the sick and
bersved, and for miscellansous requests.

Each day he reads through, prays over, and amends
these four colummns. Beneath the colomped papes @5 a shor
stack of prayer guides. Stoti prays daily through the
recuests of up to seven different onganizations 1o which he
is connected

Finally, having work
od thiroagh the various
handouts and pam-
phiets, be comes o an
old, well-waorn page
with a handwritien one-
maonih calendar, Bach
day has a list of names,
some dating back 30
years, sume just a few

mennths

For Stote, prayer ix
the thythm of each day. From the discipling of regular
inletcession in the TWOrTONg, O SPOITAnE Os Praycr at the
end of a pastoral visit, to bent knees shortly before bed,
cach day w murked by ssmple, anpretentous, direct, amd
PEEFRISTENT prayer

WORK AS PLAY

Any day that starts ac 5 Ao, and finds one seated at the
desk s'ﬂ;ml'g. after 6:30 s bound 1o be full, Most of Stogt's
daylight honars are spent at a desk, in from of a podinm, o
in meetings. This doesn’t leave much free tme for fun
and games. Nevertheless, be is o great believer in a bal-
anced life.

This became most evident when 510 was at his cottage
horme om the southwest ooast of Wales, where for nearly 50
years he spent three manths of the year, There he took tme
away from London o study and write an the Hookses, a
19th-century farmhowse with sizable grounds that was in
consant need of upkeep ancd repair, (Seon has since sold the
Hiookses.) He devioted an hour or two ol every aftemoon to
such “pottering ™

Omne of the great pottening tracditions at the Hookses was
1o clean out weeds and other wowanted vegeration from a
sl fish pond. This duty was usually shared by Sttt and
his study assistant and any ather willing volumeer who hap-

EHARISTIiAMITY TOWDAY
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Isnt _Ju.st An Authority
On Preaching, He’s
Also Our Prem!em

Lamvenani Seminary is
hilessed v bave an exper
like . Chapell as our
presiclens. And whio
bsetber 10 temch our core
conarse o preaching
than the awthor of
the highly acclaimel exr-
sk, Carta-Cleniered Preaching!

The dedicaniony ol |\H|1|||_' like
[, Chapell is just one of the reusons

why Civenans

S Minary is a

leader in pas
okl Erdning
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POTTERING ARD PRAVER

pens o be visiting. Wearing knee-high

'II.-'.ldil'lg hocss, his sleeves molled up as h|.gh
as they can go, he traversed the lemghy and
breadsh of the pond pulling up weeds
Perhaps few sights were more surpris
ing to the uninitiated than John Stot
wearing grimy clodhes, up to his knees in
cold water, grinning with satisfaction as

he repeatedly shoved his bared arms
underwater to graby handtuls of weeds and
cast them onto shore,

Then there was his predilection for
washing dishes, Because he makes no
contribution to the preparation of food,
Seoir insiseed thar be be alloaed 1o da the
accumulaced dishes of che day after the

Stott’s Emerging Legacy

T
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Can Happiness Really Be
30 Days Away?
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evening meal. Defiant volunteers umwill
ing to see him spend half an hour washing
dishes may have objected, bu in this ma-
ter he always got his way

T observe Stott washing dishes was
tor witniess the surprising comhination of a

meticulos mind with the playfulness of a |

child im the tub. Bach dish was vigorously
serubbed m the lefi-hand sink. then sum-
marily plapped into the other side filled
with hot water for dnsing. The hapless
volunteer who had assumed the job of
drying received a splash and a chuckle
with every dish

By the end of the rg.lrlr, the volunteer
was soaked, while Svomn whisked off his
plastic apron, as dry as the moment he
srarted.

CHIAPING AT SUNRISE
Perhaps the greatest passion in Stott's life
oatssde of the Bible 18 his enthusiasm for
birds. Om a recemt wisit to Thailand, he
began three busy weeks of teaching and
preaching by getting up at 310 A6 the
first day 1o drive two-and-a-hall bows 1o
a game reserve. He wanted o greet the
carly-morming birds at the rising sun

Duiring the remainder of this wip, on
halfa-doeen SEpaTalE O0CASions, he arga
nized gpecial outings to wamp arcund in
the marvel of nature with binoculars in
hand and eyes umed upward. Some may
be tempted 1o see this kind of devotion as
fanaticiam; others, who know the man,
wee it for what it iz praise,

Laughter, mischief, simple labor, and
a lowe for the natural world all form the
balanwe of Stwa's dsciplined life. The fish
pond is right outsde the study window,
the dirty dishes are just a few rooms
away, und the birds are everywhere,

There iz no special secret 1o Stor’s
sucoess, or one characienistic that makes
the man. Rather, those who have the
chance to enter into his life, o warch and
tor listen. come to know a man of gentle
husrnilivy, regular prayer, and—for some-
one 5o diligent at work-—a surprisingly

balamced like. i

John W. Yates 18 (9 coavthiog,
brather, Chrls, af

wilh his
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ore dsmot fust our own private sffaie. if we have

REFLECTIONS

casdon af fohm H. W

Stoli s soth bivchday

The Quotable Stott

it hard i
believe in Caod, | strongly
audvise wou b begln your
search maot with Ph'liu.nphh
cil guestisns about the e uis-
tence and betng of Gaod, b
with Jesus of Nazareth. . . .
I your read again the story
of Jesus, and read it as an
honest and humble seeker,
Jesus Chirdst is able v reveal
himsell to you, and ihos

been bom again inte God's family, not only has he become our Fa- make God . . . veal 1o you,
ther but every other Christlan bellever in the world, whatever his I Beliewr dn Gad
matian or denomination, his become our brother or sister in Christ,

o o Baat it i mie gesosd supposing that membership of the universal HE Wi WO LT e

Church of Christ is enoughi we must belong 1o some local branch
» Every Christian's place is in a local church . . .

of i, . ,

its warship, ios fellowship, and its witness,

Eadsii CWFlanian iy

; is poud news of
maerey bo the wndeserving. The
svmibasl af the religion of Jesus is
the cooss, mol the scales.

Chmnadndw Sliiptom om jlhe Mladiva W ainld
e oemnes
an aspoat mod of Christian mission
wonly, but alss of Christian conver-
shidn. I is impessible v be truly
converted to God withoul bring

thereby converted (o our nelghbor,

Chriificn Migidan ia fhe Madira Wirld

{ AND THE CHILD OF 00D &8
incompatible. They may occasion-
ally meet; they canmai live tgeih-
et in harmony.

The Létierd of Jahn

Gd CEBIETIAMITY TO@BAY

i desigimed 1o make
s Christians, not scientists, and
16 bedd ws 1o eternal lile through
fabih i Jevus Christ. It was mot
Cand s imtention to reveal in Sorip-
ture what human beings could dis-
cover by thelr own investigations
and experiments,

Nrvafdw Baru

: WCEWAKENR, Jesus
lirhll.l.lrt--:e-lln S, i we

st o be Cood”s children and
Chrise's disciples, we must be
pracemakers foo,

Dieidiwd Pidmds Faciag Christiani Today

sharing in

tests authority bt worships
relevamee, . . . Dur Christian
comviction i that the Rible
has both authority and rele-
vance . . . and that the seoret
af boch is Jesus Chirist,

Culrary dwad dd Bkl

to peacemaking is love,
but it degenerates into appeasement
whenever justicoe s ignored. To (ongive
and 1o ask For fergiveness are both costly
cxercises. All authentic Christian prace-
making exhibits the love andd jusbice —and
s Hhe pain—aof the cross.

Thie Crag aff Chrier

r b barwe geiey on the
¥ I-r:i:m ul'lnjmdnr if we do nusthing to
change the unjust situation ivself
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