Why did you want to become a GA and how did you come to know about the job?

I moved to Virginia Beach in time to start classes in January 2006 and one of my professors that semester told our class about the opening for Dr. Twelftree’s graduate assistant. I was looking for a job that would be more closely related to my classes than my current job at a daycare. However, I don’t know if I would have applied for the position if one of my professors hadn’t strongly encouraged me to.

This is part of the email that had gone out about the job:

1. Why do you want the job?

2. What is your GPA?

3. How many hours each and every day from Monday to Friday can you work?

4. How many courses are you taking this and next semester?

5. Do you have a paid job? If so, what hours do you work?

6. Do you have and use BibleWorks, EndNote, Word or WordPerfect?

7. When are you available for an interview?

8. When could you begin work?

 

Tasks could include photocopying, reading and reviewing books and articles, fulfilling ILL requests, building and annotating bibliographies, proof reading, helping manage courses, and making polite conversation with the professor.

Skills needed or to be developed: ATLA, BlackBoard, EndNote, NTA, PowerPoint, TLG, WorldCat.

Personal requirements: hard working, unswervingly reliable, able to take directions, able to meet deadlines every time, an attention to detail, self motivated and a sense of humor.

Hours: negotiable but include frequent emailing and a weekly 30 minute meeting with the professor late in a day.

Pay: low!

Comments:  Although this position will not make you rich or famous you will learn important research skills and habits. You may also learn to speak the Queen's English!

Although I was intimidated by the position and Dr. Twelftree’s apparent high standards, I knew the job would be a good fit for me and would help me to learn more about research as well as all that is involved in being a professor.

What do you do as a GA?

A detailed list is available on another page, but in short, I do extensive preliminary research for all of his projects and I help manage his classes. 

How is it different from what you expected?

I don’t think I knew exactly what to expect, but the job has exceeded my greatest expectations. I knew copying articles and checking out books and managing courses online would be involved. However, I had no idea how much I would learn about the entire process of researching and writing books and articles. With regard to classes, I knew I would get to do the grunt work, but Dr. Twelftree has also involved me in the process of reevaluating the courses each year and adjusting them to meet the needs of the students and the program, as it grows and changes.

How many hours do you work and how do you organize your time?

I work 20 hours a week, and I typically come in for 7 hrs 3 days a week.

What is the hardest thing you’ve done as a GA?

As time passes, this changes. At one point I would have said using the microfilm machine, but I have finally conquered that obstacle (it helped that the library got a newer machine since I’ve been at Regent). Now the most frustrating thing I have to do is related to finding references in the Patristics. Getting to that primary information is important, but often difficult and tricky. The Loeb library is a life-saver, but since Regent does not have all of the volumes, and they never come back when I inter library loan them, this is the current bain of my existence as a Regent GA.
What are the best or most rewarding things you do? What are the worst?

The most rewarding things I have done as a GA would be 1) giving Dr. Twelftree feedback on chapters that he’s working on and discussing them, 2) discussing student feedback after a residency and determining how to improve the course to make it even better for the students – seeing what the course is meant to do 3) watching students go through a process in the course of taking a class, and seeing them change and gain new understanding
What are you learning from being a GA?

I am learning a great many things. But seriously, I’m learning how to research carefully and thoroughly. I’ve gained a ton of experience going through all the different elements of managing a course, as well as gaining experience reading manuscripts and giving the writer constructive feedback. I’ve learned how to conceptualize a course and what it is intended to do for the students who take it.
What is the most valuable thing you have gained from the experience?

I think one of the most valuable things I have learned is something I have learned from the person I work for, rather than the job that I do. In watching and interacting with Dr. Twelftree I have learned how to communicate more intentionally, how to empower people, and to value excellence. I have seen modeled how to be diligent with my time, but still to take time for people. I have come to understand that saying no to some things is important. I have learned to be flexible, but also to make a plan, to be kind but to stand firm on deadlines and other set guidelines.
What is it not doing for you?


One thing it has not provided is an opportunity to keep up with my Greek and Hebrew. It also has provided very little opportunity to teach in the classroom. However, one of the language professors has allowed me to substitute for him from time to time, so not being able to this as Dr. Twelftree’s GA has not hindered me from doing it at all. On the contrary, my GA position has allowed me to take advantage of opportunities like these that I would have been less likely to find or fit into my schedule if I worked off campus.
How has being a GA changed since you started?

With regard to my working environment, the main thing that has changed is that the other GAs have changed each year, so each year there is a different group, that works in different locations – the library vs. Robertson Hall (in the divinity office suites). The library has rearranged several sections recently and made useful changes such as getting a new microfilm machine. Ultimately, the biggest change for me over the past two years as a GA has been the amount of experience I have as a GA. As I learn more about the library, and research, and managing classes, and managing writing projects, I have changed and my experience has changed.

What skills have been most useful as a GA?

My ability to organize and keep track of lots of details has been paramount. My familiarity with Dr. Twelftree’s field of study is probably second in incredible usefulness. An interest in research and teaching would be third. It has helped greatly to be interested in what he is doing. It makes it enjoyable to help facilitate him being able to research when I am intrigued by that research and curious about what he will determine about the question at hand in the course of each project.

